After drying, the nitrocellulose was baked in a vacuum oven at 80#{176}C for 2 hours. After 3-hour prehybridization in a 65#{176}C water bath, the blots were hybridized with 50 ng of in vitro-transcribed radioactive (a-32P-UTP) RNA probes.
For detection of /3-gbobin mRNA, the 0.7-Kb PstI/EcoRI fragment containing the 3' end of the human genomic fl-globin gene was subcloned in the antisense orientation in a T7-plasmid vector. For the detection of 'y-globin mRNA, the 0.6-Kb EcoRI/HindIll fragment of the 3' end of the human G-y-globin gene was subcboned in a Sp6-plasmid vector. Hybridization was allowed to take place between the homologous RNA sequences for at least 16 hours, followed by extensive washing under stringent conditions (2 x SSC with 0.1% sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS) at 65#{176}C six times, followed by 0.1 x SSC with 0.1% SDS at 65#{176}C two times). After exposing the blot in a Kodak X-OMAT AR film (Rochester, NY) at -70#{176}C, the relative amounts of'y-and f3-globin mRNAs were calculated by both scanning in a densitometer and directly measuring the radioactivity (counts/mm) of every slot in a liquid-scintillation fl-counter. The 'rh + 3 ratio had returned to baseline bevels (0.1 8) 14 days from the start of treatment.
RESULTS

Induction
There were minor changes in the already high y/'y + fi ratios of baboon BFUe (Table  I) . (Fig 4, bottom) . NaB did not affect the inherently high levels of l-IbF in BFUe colonies (Fig 4, top) . days after the start of the culture (Fig 6, left) . (Fig 5A right, Fig 6 right) .
Effect
A plateau of growth was reached at 10 mmol/L of aABA, and inhibition of growth was seen at concentrations exceeding 60 mmol/L (Fig SA, right) . In none ofthese experiments did aABA change the y/ y + /3 ratios of either normal or fl-thalassemia--origin BFUc colonies (Fig SB, right) . Similarly, aABA failed to affect y-gbobin production when added at different intervals during the culture period (Fig  6,   right) . HbF production, we treated the same animal with half-dose AraC (2 mg/kg, followed 10 hours later by 6 mg/kg) followed by a 5-day course of NaB ( 1 g/kg every day for 5 days).
As shown in Figure  9B -5, this treatment increased F reticulocytes up to 8% without changing the proportion of total reticulocytes (Fig 9A-5) .
Finally, a single-day treatment with this lower dose of AraC (2 mg/kg + 6 mg/kg) increased F reticulocytes to 5% (Fig 9B-6 ) without affecting the total reticulocyte number (Fig 9A-6 ). 
DISCUSSION
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